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APPEND I X Nous. II. 


A DISSERTATION on Tus CHARACTER OF 
THE PaTrlakcHh ABRAHAM. 


HAT God ſhould never have 4% Himſelf without a Witneſs in 
| the World, or have diſregarded any Part of his rational Creatures 

after He had firſt formed them; That in His Government of 
the World He ſhould have been directed in His Choice of particular Per- 
ſons by their Merit; or, at leaſt, by ſome apparent Degree of Moral Fit- 
neſs, ſeem to be allowed Principles of Natural Religion : and they are 
found 3 agreeable to Revelation. We may go one Step farther 
and obſerve, That a wiſe and benevolent God d probably be in- 
duced to manifeſt Himſelf gradually, in proportion to the Exigencies of 
Men'; conſtantly adapting the Matter and Form of His Declarations to 
their progreſſive Capacities. This Poſition, I am well aware, the ftre- 
nuous Advocates for the Dignity and Perfection of human Nature will 
not readily allow: it ſeems, however, as much founded in Reaſon as it 
is in Scripture; and their bare Negative will avail little againſt the Feel- 
ings of ind in general, and the Experience of all Ages. 

If we examine the Hiſtory of God's Providence of the World, we 
ſhall find it conformable to theſe Rules. Some poſitive Inſtitution is al- 
lowed to have been the beſt Mode of Religion in the Infancy of the 
World : and ſuch were the Sabbath and Sacrifices. If Men's Days were 
remarkably prolonged in that Period; it was a wiſe and juſt Proviſion” 
of the Almighty, that He might give them the neceſſary Time to learn 
their Duty in its ſeveral Branches, and to contrive Means to make their 

Abode on Earth comfortable. Nor was 11 all: they were alſo —_— 
| C : 
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ed with a Glimpſe of the two great Bleſſings of Redemption and a future 
State. And the Preachers of Righteouſneſs gave them beſides an Op- 
ity. of rectifying their Deviations from the Line of Truth. 

After the moſt ſignal of all the We ever yet experienced by the 
whole Race of Men, God was pleaſed to eſtabliſh a Covenant with the 
few, whoſe Virtue had preſerved them from the general Inundation. 
The former Longevity was now indeed contracted within narrower 
Bounds : but then they not only inherited the civil and religious Im- 
provements of the Antediluvian World; but they received alſo new In- 
ſtructions for their Conduct, and obtained a Grant of more extenſive 
Privileges; which were ratified to them by a particular Mark in the 
eavens : This viſible Sign of the Covenant ought to have kept alive 
the Memory of it; to have alarmed their Fears, and to have confirmed 
their Hopes. But even while there ſtill lived a Witneſs of God's juſt Se- 
verity againſt Sin, the whole new World conſpired to fruſtrate the De- 
ns of Providence. an being now numerous, it was Time that they 
Mould diſperſe, that the Earth in its different Parts might begin to-be 
tilled and inhabited. This benevolent Plan they agreed to oppoſe : but 
God —_ them to deſiſt from their Project, and to comply with their 
In the Courſe of a few Generations, when the Worſhip of the one 
true God was almoſt obliterated by human Inventions, and Vice, in con- 
ſequence, . very much prevailed ; He thought this a proper Seaſon to diſ- 
lay in an eminent manner both His Wrath and Mercy. He overthrew 
five Cities with their abominable Inhabitants : the Memorial of which 
Fact remains to this Day in the Lake Aſphaltites, and has been acknow- 
ledged as a Judgment by all Nations in every intermediate Age. And, 
on the other hand, Mankind has all along taſted, and ever will reap, 
the Fruits of the Covenant God entered into about this Time with the 
Patriarch Abraham. REF | _ 3 
A Perſon, on whom ſuch extraordinary Bleſſings were conferred, one 
might well preſume to have been a ſignal Example of Goodneſs and 
Piety: ſuch he is repreſented in the Scriptures, and by all the Eaſtern 
Writers. And there has never lived one (excepting the Holy Jeſus, his 
Son according to the Fleſh,) whoſe Virtues have been fo conſtantly 
and univerſally celebrated in all Parts of the World. For Abraham, next 
to the Founders of their reſpective Religions, has always been the moſt 
| honoured not only by Jews and Chriſtians, but by the Brachmans, 155 
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the Magians and all the Followers of Zoroaſter, as well as by the diffe- 
rent Sects of the Mohammedans. ; 

But though Abraham's Character has - ſtood the Teſt of all Ages, 
there are not wanting ſome who will object That he is recorded to have 
prevaricated : That he married in a prohibited Degree of Conſanguinity: 
and That he was guilty of Polygamy and Concubinage. Again, as they 
expect to find in him ſuch a Perfection as neither Reaſon can expect, or 
the Times wherein he lived. could warrant, they impeach his religious 
Conduct, in that it was not wholly diſintereſted or free from Idolatry, 
and from Doubt; and it has been infinuated that it was only in a Dream 
that he thought of ſacrificing his Son; otherwiſe (ſay theſe Objectors) 
he muſt have been ſuperſtitious, or an Enthuſiaſt. | 2 

If any Motive can juſtify the diſguiſing the Truth, it is the Hopes 
of preſerving thereby one's own Life and the Honour of another Per- 
ſon, as it hap twice to Abraham with regard to Sarah. Again; 


the Laws of and Man allow Parents to conceal the Truth from 


Children, and from grown Perſons in certain Circumſtances, when there- 
by ſome good Moral Purpoſe can be anſwered. When Iſaac, ready to be 
offered in Sacrifice, aſked his Father, Behold the Fire and the Word, but 
where. is the Lamb for a Burnt-Offering ? Abraham prudently and affec- 
tionately replied, My Son, God oor? heyy Himſelf a Lamb for a Burnt- 
Offering. b Some Chriſtians indeed have endeavoured to-repreſent the for- 
mer of theſe Inftances as an Act perfectly conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Morality; but no inſpired Writer has ever apologized for Abraham in 
that reſpect. | 


The Perſon he married was one whom neither a Jew, a Chriſtian, 
legally take to his Bed. But 


nor an Heathen in moſt Societies could 
the Law under which Abraham lived laid no ſuch Reſtraint on him. 
The State of Nature abſolved him from Sin in that Act. Polygamy 
and Concubinage we have long ſince known to be Breaches of the Law 


of Nature. But the Patriarchs, unacquainted with the Perfection of that 


Law, ſeem not to have thought that they violated by thoſe Means the 
conjugal Union. Far different is their Caſe in theſe reſpects from that 
of the Royal Prophet; who ated againſt Nature more enlightened and 


inſt an expreſs Revelation. He was accordingly puniſhed for his ma- 


agal 

nifold Incontinence : and had he not been à Man after God's own Heart, 
in religiouſly adhering to the poſitive Duties of the Worſhip eſtabliſhed 
by the Lord, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe that he would have been cut 


a Gen. XII. 14; &c. XX. 2. b Chap. XXII. 7, 8. 
Ce 2 off 


iS Tus CHARACTER or 


off immaturely from the living, and would not have died full of Days 
and full of Glory. | | 
But to return to Abraham: thoſe who object to his religious Deport- 
ment in that it was not void of ſecular Views, ſhould conſider That he 
did not aſk God, What wilt thou give me? till God had ſaid, That 
&« Fe would be his exceeding great Reward.” b The obvious Import of the 
Queſtion then is chiefly as to the Nature of the Promiſe which God had 
juſt before made him: and it may imply a modeſt Requeſt to God to 
give him a Child to inherit the Promiſes. Abraham's Conduct therefore 
in this Inſtance is conſiſtent with the pureſt Religion. That he had afted 
from the firſt as perſuaded that Virtue was to be its own Reward, ap- 
s from his quitting his native Country and Poſſeſſions on a religious 
otive, to be a Sojourner in the Land of Canaan. And, though in Time 
he acquired in it great Wealth, this ſeems to have been for the moſt 
the natural Fruits of his Induſtry. | 
That Abraham diſtruſted not God's Word, when He promiſed him 
that he ſhould inherit the Land of Canaan, ſhould ſeem probable from 
the Context ; for immediately before we have the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony 
which can be given of a Perſon's Faith: viz. He believed in God, and it 
was counted unto him for Righteouſneſs. < The Tendency therefore of his 
Queſtion, WYhereby ſhall I know that I ſhall inherit it? 4 ſeems clear from 
the Event and from God's Reply, That he meant to have à Sign given 
him, and to learn the Time and Manner in which his Poſterity were to 
be put in poſſeſſion of that Country: and this, in order tht he might 
have ſame Token, whereby he might aſſure them of the Promiſes which 
were diſtant, and be enabled to direct them in the Execution of God's 
Plan. We find throughout the Scriptures that the beſt Perſons (Gi- 
deon, © Hezekiah, f Marys and the Apoſtles h) in the like Circumſtances 
acted nearly in the fame Manner: and that God never blames them for 
ſuch Petitions: but on the contrary ſometimes unaſked, as in the Caſe of 
Moſes when He appeared to him in the Buſh, i He gave them Signs; 
which no one is recorded to have refuſed but incredulous Ahaz. k Hence 
we may infer that there was Pogo ſpeaking neither Diffidence nor 
Preſumption in ſuch Queſtions ; and that God required not under for- 
mer Diſpenſations, any more than did our Lord of his Diſciples, That 
Men ſhould believe Them on Their own Authority, but becauſe of the 


b Gen. XV. 1, 2. c Did. Ver. 6. d Ver. 8. e Judges VI. 17. 
f 2 Kings XX. 8. g Luke I. 34. h Matt. XXIV. 3. i Exod. III. 12. 


Works 


IV. 3. k Iſai, VII. 11, 12. 
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Works which they ſaw: k which Evidence could not but encreaſe their 
own Faith, and conduce to eſtabliſh the Faith of others. 

If Abraham had been educated in Idolatry, the greater muſt have been 
his Virtue in ſurmounting the Difficulties of rooted Prejudice, by the 
Exertion of his rational Powers. But it is confidently ſaid That the 
« Abrahamic Reformation from Idolatry was but im & ; for though 
Abraham had rejected all Image-Worſhip, yet he ſtil] retained the me- 
« diatorial Worſhip of Angels, which had been the Riſe and Founda- 
«tion of it.“ This Charge ſo injurious to the Patriarch's Character has 
not the leaſt Ground to ſupport it. What I ſuppoſe was the Ground of 
this Concluſion, is, that Jacob (who might be ſuppoſed to have agreed 
in religious Sentiments with Abraham) in bleſſing Joſeph's Sons, ſays, 
The Angel which redeemed me from all Evil bleſs the Lads. m But it is evi- 
dent from the Context and other Places that Jacob meant no other Per- 
fon by that Expreſſion than Tue LORD Jenovan, or tbe God whom 
Abraham, Iſaac and bimſelf _—__ 

In regard to Abraham's intended Sacrifice of his Son, as it is the moſt 
glorious Inſtance of Faith upon record, it is no Wonder it ſhould have 
been ſpoken againſt by Sceptics. That God ſhould try His Creatures on 
particular Occaſions, cannot ſurely be doubted by any one who knows 
that the End of his Creation is Virtue, and that Providence ſometimes 
interpoſes in the Government of the World: That God ſhould be pleaſed 
to proportion thoſe Trials to our Abilities to bear them, may reaſonably 
be expected from His Wiſdom and Juſtice: and That He has actually 
made this the Rule of His Conduct, the Hiſtory of His Diſpenſations 
ſatisfactorily ſhews. God did not command the Father to offer his only- 

begotten Son, whom he A till about fifty Vears after He 
had firſt manifeſted Himſelf to him; till Abraham's Faculties had been 
improved to the utmoſt by repeated Revelations and Miracles; in ſhort, 
till he could reaſon with himſelf that the Almighty might, for ſome wiſe 
Purpoſe unknown to Man, ſuſpend for a Moment, on. particular Occa- 
fions, the eternal Laws of Morality, as well as of the material World. 
He was fully perſuaded from Experience That what God had promiſed, 

He was able to perform. He knew that that very Son whom he was pre- 
| paring to offer had been born to him contrary to Hope and beſide the 
eſtabliſhed Courſe of Nature, and therefore he juſtly inferred that God 


would raiſe him from the Dead. 


k John V. 31, 36. 1 Mor, Phil. Vol. iii. P. 106. m Gen. XLVIII. 16. 
But 
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But how was Abraham ſure of the Divine Command? might he not 
have miſtaken the Suggeſtions.of a warm Imagination for the Impulſe of 
the Spirit? For before he determined upon an Act contrary to Nature 
he muſt have had the higheſt Degree of Evidence that God, and = 
ONLY, enjoined it. 

The whole of Abraham's Hiſtory tends to ſhew that his Faith was | 
founded on reaſonable Principles, and that his Obedience was the Reſult 
of Conviction. As diſtant from Enthuſiaſm as it was from Superſtition, 
his Devotion appears to have always been pure, manly,” noble. More 
intimately acquainted with his Maker than any Son of Adam, after re- 
peated Trials and Signs he could eafily diſtinguiſh the Means and Man- 
ner God had fixed upon to declare His poſitive Will; and this, whether 
it was done in Viſions of the Day or of the Night: whether a created 
Angel, or the Lord Jehovah perſonally appeared; or only a Voice, with- 
out any viſible Form, was diſtinctly heard ſpeaking to him. The latter 
of theſe Methods it was, God was Pleaſed to make uſe of when He gave 
the World a Proof of the moſt conſummate Act of Faith. A Viſion of 
the Night might have appeared in diſtant Times not fo credible, and the 
Command brought by an Angel might have been more liable to be 
queſtioned by 3 himſelf than to well known Voice of that God, 
who he knew could not err, or deceive. - 

And though the ſevereſt Acts af Virtue become eaſy by Habit, 
never can the good Man, while in the Fleſh, totally veſt himſel 15 
the tendereſt Feelings of Humanity. The Conflict in Abraham's Boſom 
between his Religion and Affection muſt for a while have been obſti- 
nate (though perhaps leſs ſo to him than to any other Man) till he had 
Time to call in the Succours of Reaſon, which bad him not heſitate in 
reſolving to part with his Son rather than with his God. 1 

As he virtually ſacrificed Iſaac, he was entitled to all the Merit of the 
Action. At that very Inſtant in which he levellel the fatal Blow at the 


innocent Victim, the ſame Divine Voice which before had impelled him 


to Action, now reſtrained him from farther Progreſs.. But (it is ſaid =) 
That God ſhould actually and expreſily command this, and then for- 
© bid it again, as the Story is literally told, is a Degree of Faith which 
« every one cannot attain to.“ 

Though Reaſon as well as Scripture teach us that the ſupreme Being, 
conſidered abſtractedly, muſt neceſſarily be immutable; yet they both as 


m Mor, Phil. Vol, III. Page 271, 


plainly 
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plainly declare that, if He is repreſented in any Relation to Man, He 
muſt alſo be viewed in ſome ſort in an human Light: He muſt be de- 
ſeribed with bodily. Organs, with Paſſions and Affections; that Men, by 

ing Him with themſelves, may form ſome Idea of His Excellen- 
cies, and better underſtand His Will. Now it has been ſhewn that it 
was in no wiſe inconſiſtent with-the Divine Attributes to give this Com- 
mand by way of Trial: but it would have been much more difficult to 
juſtify the Ways of God with Man, had He ſuffered His faithful Ser- 
vant to execute an Action, the End of which had been fully anſwered 
by the actual Proof of the Intention of doing it. 

But, as God had had before full Proof of Abraham's Sincerity of Heart 
and knew previouſſy what he would do in thoſe Circumſtances, was 
there on for this hard Trial? 

God is indeed repreſented after this Event as ſaying, Now I KN O 
that thou feareſt God, ſeeing that thou haſt not withheld thy Son, thine only 
Son from me. u But it is manifeſt that here God only accommodates His 
Words to human Conceptions. Sometimes a mere Act of Volition, and 
in other Caſes, as in the preſent, a full and determined Intention of 
complying with a Divine Command, would be fufficient, if the ſupreme 
Being was the only Object to be regarded. But as all His Diſpenſations 
have the Good of Men ultimately in View, He chuſes for their Sakes 
that their Virtue ſhould be tried by ſome outward Act; by which only 
they can form a Judgment of the Diſpoſitions of others; and that they 
may thence be excited to follow their Example, when they fee that He 
confers not His Rewards arbitrarily, but according to Merit and moral 
Fitneſs. - | 
Another Reaſon which ſeems to have influenced the Almighty in put- 

ting Abraham upon this Trial may have been, That He might thereby 
prepare Mankind for the Doctrine of Redemption, which was in due 
Time to be effected through the Death of His own, only-begotten, Son. 
If it is urged, That this Sacrifice had no ſuch Effect on the generality of 
Abraham's Deſcendants; this ſurely can no more derogate from the 
Goodneſs ſhewn by God in this reſpect to free and moral Agents, than 
the bare Aſſertion of ſome Perſons in theſe Days can prove, that it is 
inconſiſtent with the Divine Attributes of Juſtice and Goodneſs to tranſ- 
fer the Puniſhment of guilty Man on the innocent Son of God, as the 
Scriptures throughout clearly and expreſſly declare. 


n Gen. XXII. 12. 
Stzlk 


8 THE CHARACTER or 


Still it is urged that miſtaken Men from the Example of Abraham 

might be led in Afterages to offer the Fruit of their Bodies, from the 

Notion that it was the moſt pl Sacrifice to God. And Abraham's 

Sacrifice of his Son is aſſigned as the Cauſe of the human Sacrifices for 
which the Phœnicians have been notorious. 

It has already been obſerved that the Sacrifice we are now conſider- 
ing anſwered ſome good moral Purpoſe. And it is an allowed Rule that 

there is no arguing againſt a Thing merely from the Abuſe which may 
be made of it. The Parent's Love of his Offſpring is ſo deeply implanted 
in human Nature that it can never be counteracted by the mere Force of 
Example, excepting thoſe Caſes when habitual Impiety and Superſti- 
tion have quite deſtroyed all the ſofter Affections in our Frame. It 
does not appear that the Example of Abraham's Sacrifice had ever the 
leaſt Influence over any of his Deſcendants in determining them to co 
after him. If Jephthah ſacrificed his. Daughter, in Conſequence of his 
raſh Vow, he was ſuperſtitious and guilty of a great Sin: and ſo were 
the Phcenicians, and whoever elſe could ſuffer an erroneous Conſcience 
to ſet aſide the plain Dictates of Nature; whether they did this in Imi- 
tation. of Abraham, or not. : 

Before we conclude Abraham's Character, let us for a ſhort Time con- 
fider him at the critical Moment when he received the interpoſing Com- 
mand. If he had before ſuffered the Pangs of Death while he thought 
he ſhould fee no more the beloved Child of his old Age, the Joy he felt 
in his Breaſt on receiving bim, as it were, from the dead muſt have been 
inexpreſſible. Then it was, we may ſuppoſe, that he ſaw the Day of 
Chriſt and was glad; that God admitted him into his Council, inform- 
ed him of the general Reſurrection, and inſtructed him in the Doctrine 


I The more probable Opinion ſeems to be that Jephthah did not facrifice 
his Daughter; * for as by the Tenor of his Vow he was as much at Liberty to 
conſecrate her to the Service of God, as he was to put her to Death, : it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that any Father, much leſs a good would in theſe Circum- 
ſtances chuſe the latter Part of the Alternative; particularly as ſhe was an only 
Child, 3 and not only innocent, but beloved by all her Acquaintance. + The 
Text beſides ſeems -to intimate that ſhe ſuffered no other Puniſhment than 
that of being ſequeſtered from the World, and obliged to live and die a 
Virgin. | | | 
1 See Sykes's Conn. of Natural and Rev. Religion, P. 326, cte. 2 Judges XI. 31. 
3 Ver. 34 4 Ver, 40. 5 Ver. 39. 


of 
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of Man's R through his Seed; a Doctrine which we are told 
the Angels themſelves were deſirous to look into. p And, immediately after 
the Burnt-offering, God renews, and ſolemnly tatifics for the laſt time, 
every Promiſe of that Covenant, which on the one Side we have ſeen 
was founded on Abraham's great Merit, and on the other in God's tran- 
en Love to _ His reaſonable Creatures. | 


'Þ 1 Pet, I. 14. 
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A D 185 E R TATION WHEREIN THE nern 
10 THE MOSAIC INSTITUHON ARE EXAMINED. | | 


ticular Privileges derived to them from the Abrahamic Cove- 

nant were — of ſuch a Frame of Mind that the Apoſtles 
were frequently obliged to animadvert with Severity on the Pride of this 
Nation. They being ſo ignorant and elated as to imagine that they were 
the only Favourites of Heaven, there was need of inculcating theſe im- 
portant Truths; That God is no Reſpefter of Perſons : but in every Na- 
tion, be that feareth Him, and worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted with 
Him, That the Jews had very little Reaſon to boaſt of ſuperior Attain- 
ments in Virtue; and That the Time limited for the Continuance of 
their federal Advantages, which the fole Merit of their great Anceſtor 
had procured them, was ready to ex 

as the Moſaic Conſtitution ratified their Privileges, the A 
poſtle of the Gentiles omits no r of ſhewing the Imperfection 
of this temporary Syſtem, and Wen in „ the great End 


TT E exalted Sentiments which the Jews entertained of the par- 


a Acts X. 34, 35. 


D d of 


10 TT Qzzecrions ro Thx . MOSAIC 


of that Covenant, the everlaſting Goſpel of the Son of God; into which 
all Nations bad an equal Right of Admiſſion. He therefore very juſtly 

inveighs againſt their Folly for their ſtrict, but „Adherence 
to a complex and burthenſome Ritual, ubicb neither t. nor their Fa- 
thers could bear ; for their Attention to the mere Letter of the Law, which 
in its Inſtitution was holy, juſt, and good, b as it contained the firſt Ele- 
ments of true Knowledge, and was well adapted to their State of _ 
age: but was at that Tiins-to boch fect, weak and unpr 
fitable, e deſerving no better Name than that of a 2 of Death and 
Condemnation. 4 . 

From theſe and fimilar Expreſſions uſed by St. Paul, ſoine Ferfors; 
prejudiced againſt the Jews and their Lawgiver, have made uſe of his 
Authority to — their Invectives againſt the Moſaic Inſtitution; 
which they * ent as unjuſt and tyrannical, as tending to encou 
Men in Superſtition and Vice, and as wholly deſtitute of 9 har Goodneſs 

Now if Chriſtianity was not neceſlarily connected with. Judaiſm, the 
Diſciples of Jeſus might reſt unconcerned at theſe Attacks: but when 
they. conſider the Lon delivered oy as a Link in the Chain of 
God's Diſpenſations ; as a ato ordained by Him, and 
intended anne a3hs in force All after: the 0 of His * they can- 
not but expect to trace in it evident Marks of Juſtice, Wicdom, and 
Goodneſs; and, as Lovers of Truth, mw will my the 8 
Werber theſe Things are ſo. . Z 


all hor ene Beben Ojo which have been 


made to the Jewiſh — 

Though the ſacred Writings ting Moles as — 
firumentett oyed by God at — Time was to ll His 
putting Ab 's Deſoendants in poſſeſſion of Canann; ;and e =d 


pears in every of thoſe Books to have been commiltiened by the Al- 
mighty to tranſact Matters between Him and them in the Horeb Covenant, 
at the Time when it was expedient that the Foundation of their gm 
and State ſhould be laid; yet as this Poſition is inſiſted upon, 

* no Book or Writing can prove itſelf, nor ought to be amine upon 
<« its own Authority againſt the- -plain Marks of Fraud, Artifice, and 
| *< ception * 0 eonformabl 25 to this Rule, I hall — theſe Ob 
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Turn, beg Leave that theſe firſt Principles be granted, "viz. That it ls as. 


le that God ſhould have revealed Himſelf to Moſes, as it is that 
has revealed Himſelf to any of the Patriarchs and Prophets; and 
That, if Miracles were ever wrought by any Man in Atteſtation of Di- 


vine Truths, for any thing that appears to the contrary, Moſes might 


have been endowed with this Power. And I wouid deſire farther, T 
the Circumſtances of the Iſraelites, at the Time when they were firſt 
formed into a Society, may be kept in conſtant Remembrance. © 
To zxGin with the Ceremonial Lam; © relating to the Jewiſh Sa- 
tc crifices, the Prieſthood, and the Methods of expiating Sins and atoning 
< the Deity; ” f which Part is inſiſted upon to have been a low, abject, 
ce blinding, tyrannical Conſtitution and State of Things, unworthy of 
“God, and perfectly inconſiſtent with the inward, ſpiritual Worſhip, 
ce which' He can only accept and reward. 8 

As to the Power of the Prieſthood, it was no more exorbitant than 
the Revenues allotted for the ſupport ef it. And it might be ſhewn, were 
this the Place, that the Tribe of Levi-had no ether Privileges, nor more 
Property, than of Right wn to them as a Tribe; that their Im- 
munities were counter by particular Burdens laid on them; 
and, in ſhort, that the original Conſtitution admirably ſecured the Rights 
of every Member from Iucroachmente. N 

In regard to Sacrifices, if they are only conſidered as an human In- 
ks +a ro of Am to the Supreme 2 as a Tribute of 

Acknowledgment for Mercies received, cannot irra- 

tional. But, if pong een bloody Sacrifices, as ordained by Gol, in the 
Light of a Forfeiture on the Tranſgreſſion of poſitive Duties; as de- 
igned to awaken in the Offerer a juſt ſenſe of Sin, when he ſaw the 
Blood of an innocent Victim ſhed inſtead of his own; if they are view- 
ed as the Means of preparing the World for the Doctrine of Atonement, 
by the full, perfect, and ſufficient: Sacrifice of the Son of God; and if 
we add to theſe Conſiderations the Time of their Inſtitution and the Per- 
ſons to whom they were enjoyned; they muſt appear founded in Wiſ- 
dom as well as in 2 | | 5 
Farther, it is allowed that the great Deſign of the Covenant of Pecu- 
Jiarity (as it has been called) was, that the Knowledge of the one true 
God might be preſerved pure from Idolatry. Now it was morally im- 
ä that this End ſhould in pefleral be attained in ſuch a Community 
without ſome Ordinances relating to external Matters. If all the De- 


5 N f Moral Phil. Vol. iii. P. x85. g Did. 
D d 2 c 


ſcendants 
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ſcendants of the Patriarchs could,” like them, pped God in Spi- 
rit and in Truth, they would doubtleſs have been freed from that ul- 
titude of Cetemonies, which made a chief Part of their Religion. But 
as we know their Circumſtances to have been very different, and that 
the prevaili Mode of Worffüp among che Gentiles in thoſe Times 
— wy in Pomp and Shew univerſally, ſome Ceremonies, indifferent 

perhaps in their Nature, but of no immoral ed, and ſuch as they. 
Law eſtabliſhed among them, were expedient to 9 oyed. 
And, leaſt they ſhould follow other Gods, the Inſtitution alſo of many 
Rites oppoſite to thoſe uſed by Idolaters became an Object wotth the 
Attention of a wiſe Lawgiver. Again, as the Memory of God's Inter- 
poſition in behalf of the Iſraelites would ſoon have been forgotten, it was 

eceſſary for the e it throughout all Generations, tha: certain 
ſolemn Seaſons, wi particular Manner of celebrating them, ſhould 
be appointed. - And, herd the inquiſitive among that People might be 
induced to examine into the End of their Law, there were 5 car 
ſome obſcure Repreſentations of ſupernatural Truths, which were = 
Time to be revealed: beſides which there were not wanting a few Rites 
calculated for the Conveyance of moral Inſtruction. Upon theſe Frin- 
ciples we may account for moſt of the religious Ordinances objected to; 
and may fee a Fitneſs in the Appointment of ſeveral Things apparently 
inſignificant, in the minute Directions relative to the Materials and Form 
of the Place of Worſhip and its Utenfils, in what we read of the 1 5 
Veſtments, and the like Circumſtances; Which, had they not been 
ſcribed in the Law, no doubt, might have been modelled * Ps ts 
tending to defeat the End for which were deſigned.” 

In this Light therefore the Ceremonial Law can no more be aid to 
be unworthy of God, than that He ſhould annex temporal Sanctions to 
the Obſervance of it. For if Reaſon informs us that God is 9 
immutable, it teaches us alfo that His moral Attributes require 
ſhould exact from moral Agents only an Obedience propottionable ts 
their Capacities and intellectual ard) and that He ſhould re- 
ward of poalth them accordingly. © eier the 

And as the Moſaic Inſtitution was only ſu uperadte to a. Law of Na- 
ture, the Duties deducible from that original Light were as much bind- 
ing as they were clearly diſcoverable, notwithſtanding the Silence of the 
Law in that reſpect: and they were doubtleſs practiſed by the good Men 
under that Diſpenſation, who carried their Views beyond the Moſaic 


Statates and Sanctions. On the other hand, * there was no Method 
Kt pre- 


1e - 
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me For-the Expiation of the wilful: Tranſgreſſion of many natural 
it was becauſe ſuch Sinners were accountable, as all other Men 
have ever been, at the great Tribunal of the Judge of the Univerſe. 

© Laſtly, Though the judicial Laws ordained by Moſes have been al- 
lowed b bis Enemies to be perfectly juſt, yet our Lord ſeems to cen- 
ſure the Law of Retaliation. M He intimates that it was not good in it- 
ſelf, as it allowed of no Mercy: but that he Hardneſt f their Heart, i 
which. could pot bear.to be. aed:upon: by purer and mare equitable Mo- 
tives, made the ſtricteſt Juſtice neceſſary. 

Hitherto, we have conHdired the Law of Moſennedar ani: related to 
ane Price, axd- was intended.to.feoure: the Mel has —_ 
. Let us next examine 


. He.) Hoy far it was calculated to reach the Conſcience, the internal. 
Principle of Action, and whether it countenanced any Immorality... - 
That the Law re be inordinate. An towards all curmard. Obs 
jects belonging ts s, is plain from the Tenth Commandment. And 


al Laws eſtabliſhed en a -Intemperance 
82 15 75 Didolutenchs 0 f Manners, is evident the Era "with which which. 
Moſes threatens the Iſraelites in thoſe Caſes. ; 


t.the Law is charged with intolerant Principles, and. with making 


Idole a c ital Crime) ny 
| Though erſecution on account of Diveri of Opinion in, Matters of 
Religion, when the Peace of Society is not Yy. „ | 
Nane; yet 8 te e E pany Was, with. a ie w 
to guard dolatry, Death was Puniſhment of that 
— — dc Ole 3 — dared to bid to am expreſs Law, 
| 8 we ap he. le he knew wa pay by Divine Authority, 
This Law, was ore neceſſary to ſuch a Society, and had nothing 
unjuſt in it: but it would not have been defenſible, if it could be proved 
that it Was deſig ned to have reached beyond the Limits of the Land of 
Promiſe, to which it is expreſſiy reſtrained ; ! far none could. 25 be 
ſuhjected to ſuch a Law but thoſe to whom the. Voity LL Godhead 
been clearly revealed. | 
We may collect farther from the Extent. of this * NA from the 
extreme Difficulty which diſtant Nations muſt have been under in com- 


plyivg, x with many Parts of the Ritual, that the Lawgiver never purpoſed 


| h Matt. V. 38. | i Chap, XIx. 8. K Deut. XXIX. 19, &c. 1 Chap. 
XIII. 12. XVII. R 5 
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that the Religion which he eſtabliſhed ſhould have been univerſal, as 
ſome have aſſerted. 
Again, from theſe Cincumltances added w-the-ſiric Prohibitions of 
hace, in Worſhip with Idolaters and to CR ————_ 
oouragements of Commerce with foreign Nations, it may be inſerred 
that they arc — that it 16 nt from the | 
Laws of the Hebrews; that Moſes meant they-ſhould extend their Con- 
queſts into all Parts of the'World. When therefore he directs in what 
Manner they were to proceed againſt Cities which were afar K = 2h 
as well as the Context, requires that we ſhould reſtrain his 
— roger pre and yet were firuated win the 
Borders of . 
It muſt be confeſſed, however, that Intolerance in Religion, and. 
ticularly the ſtrict Laws which have the Seven Nations for their Oboe, 
though „. een a wiſe : Regulation at the Time the Ifraelites took poſ- 
this: People of 88 indirect Ten , while they — 
| Rope Faris, to make them alſo hate: all 7 ir Euentier. For 
— it be proved that Moſes, conſidered as a mere human 
Lawgiver, wt 4 of infiſting on any thing contrary to the plain 
Dictates of Nature; yet 8 this Nation ht themſelves authorized 
to regard all that were not Within the Pale of their Church as Enemies, 
is manifeſt from all prophane Hiſtory, from the frequent Imprecations 
t them in the feat Wridngs,” bur above © from 'our Lord's 
| that Diſpenſation ; 75 len heard het it bis Gen Jil, 
en Tote e Yeh an, an HATE THIN ExxMrESs. a 
But it has been in Po that Moſes ought to have endeavonred to 
convert the Canaanites, rather than have formed a Plan for their De- 
ſtraction. Naar : 4. 
That this Pretence- j weak; is abundantly proved from the various 
and abominable Crimes with which the Seven Nations are conſtantiy 
| in the Law.” And if theſe Objectors will pay no regard to Mo- 
ſes, let them believe a Cloud of Witneſſes taken from among the Hea- 
— and Mohammedans, who confirm the Tradition of the Truths 
he aſſerts. And, if this be not ſufficient, they may ſee with their own 
Eyes the Monument which ſtill bears record in an extraordinary Way to 
the Impiety of ſome of that very Feople. If therefore the Canaanites, 
* of four Centuries, had deen conſtantly invited to 'Repontatice 


i 
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by the dreadful Judgment which occaſioned that ſingular Lake in the 
Midſt of their Country, and had not profited by this Admonition, we may 
conclude that they were incorrigible, and that the utter Exciſion of them 
preſcribed by the Law was perfectly juſt, and adequate to their Crimes. 
The Objection, which, F true, — ode againſt Moſes is, 
That he encouraged human Sacrifices. This Opinion is founded. on 
theſe Words of his Law Nu devoted Thing, that a: Man ſhall. devot? 
yr meta ory pages —4— and of the Field 
of bis poſſeſſion or redeemed : every Thing is moſt 
| —_— None rod, heh foal b2 denn of Mer al he nn 
deemed, but fhall be put to Death. Now in order to ſolve this 
Difficulty'it is we ſhould know the Meaning -of the Phraſe 
rendered he /hall furely be put to Death. By examining the-Force of theſe 
Words in all the other Places where they occur, it will be found that 
they ſeldom, or never, mean, that a Perſon who had incurred that 
Penalty was actually to be put te Death, but only in general that he was 
thenceforth * 1 yo nay Hy — us 
God in a judicial Way, or by Sentence Magiſtrate. . This will 
Sh from hence, that nearly the ſame Penalty-is annexed to the 
Tranſgreſfion of that poſitive: Command.which God gave our firſt Pa- 
rents; 5 + from the particular Species of Death which Moſes conſtantly' 
adds, where he ſeems to have meant that the Judge ſhould: paſs Sentence 
on the Criminal a from the Cale of that, Man. who preſumptnouſly 
broke the Sabbath, whom neither the Elders nor Moſes himſelf would 
———ů— . they had formally confulted God; 7 notwith- 
the Law had \before declared in the ſame expreſs 
—— certainly be put to Death. * And it is 
clear that the Words under Conſideration are often.uſed\as equivalent to 
ſome legal Curſe, or to the Cutting off from Society, becauſe theſe different 
er en N e of abe ſame Crimes. 


5 Gerl. Exod. i 
0 her xxvn. . 28, IM £0 Wy. — 
. . 15,15 Lev. . ts from Ver. 6, ee and Dear. vn. 15, &6. 


. ſoems wo'be an. ſcar} Diferehes'detworn HE1.F2s am 
nov. rn, ir however that the firſt! of theſe. Expreſſions is uſed for 
putting to Death i in the following Places, viz. 1 Sam. XIV, 39 and 45. XXII. 
16, 17, 19. ny” ny XII. 13, 14, 15. 1 Kings II. 37 and 42; and that the lat- 
_ ter Fc ah Lev. nn als that the Perſon fall! die, Ezek. XVIII. 13. Com- 

Lev. XVIII. 20, and 29, and Deut. XXII. 22. N 7 
t 
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That che Law mortover intended not that the Perſon Devoted ſhould 
be put to Death, may be collected from a ſubſequent Law, wherein Mo- 
ſes ſays expreſſly to — Tribe of Levi, Every Thing Devoted in Ifrael 
ſhall ze thine." Now as Moſes is there enumerating the Advantages of 
the Prieſthood, and as the Prieſts could not be 8 an in- 
nocent Perſon to Death, there is the hi igheſt Probability pon the whole, 
That the true — — brate deen this 
effect, That, if a Man was ever ſo devoted by another Perſon who had 
ſome Right over him, the Lord in ſuch a Caſe would on no account ac- 
cept of any Ranſom-for that Perſon, as he became, by Means of the fin- 
| Vow: ſolemnly made, a perpetual Bondman to the Tribe of Levi; 

" ee State 9 * e as being under the Malediction 
of the Law, and as was t be Cut ne the-invis 
fible Hand of the Lord. 22 2 1 

To this it may be replied * ſuch Lau u be ſevere which vnd 
allow of no Diſpenſation from ithe fulfilling a raſty Vow.: and ſuch out 
Lord ſeems to have jullged it.. It cannot however, he denied that it 
was an excellent Means at that Time for the i th neee . 
r God with any inconſiderate E F 1 

It has been objected that Polygamy Was allowable by ahi W at 
Jeaſt; that it was connived at by Moſes,” But becauſe he ſuppoſes the 
Exiſtence of the Fact, it cannot hence be fairl\ y argued that lecnſes 
the Practice. It was neceſſary! enacted, that ſome 
Regulations ſhould be made in regard to thoſe who had already more 
than one Wife; that the Wives and their Iſſue might not be; left to the 
Caprice of the Huſband. = But it is urged that in ſome Caſes Polygamy 
by the Law' became a Duty; when a Man, for inſtance; was o 
to marry the Widow of his Brother who died childleſs : and this, 
ther he was already married, or not. As to this Objection, 1. 5 wl 
known that general Laws admit of Exceptions, as much as they do of 

an equitable Conſtruction. And, if the Lawgiver is conſiſtent, he muſt 

neceſſatily have here meant to except, at leaſt, all ſuch as were und 
any natural or legal Incapacity of anſwering the End of the Law, And 
as we find that an unmarried Brother was only ſubje&t to Reproach, if 
he declared before the Elders: that he liled not to take ber; y it is to be 
preſumed that a Man who had then a Wife was not to divorce her, or 
obliged to take a ſecond to the firſt; but was abſolutely” 2 4 from 


u Numb, XVIII. 16 8, | Matt. v. 33. 1 x = ATOP. FI Chag 
XXV.8. S the 
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the Power of that Law. But farther, it may be proved that a ſecond 


Marriage in Conjunction with the firſt was prohibited, not only to the 


King = and to the High-Prieſt, * but alſo to every Member of the Com- 
munity : for the Law declares, Neither ſhalt thou take a Wife to ber 
Sfter, or ons Wirz Ta ANOTHER, (as the Margin of our Bible pro- 
perly renders this Idiom,) to vex her, to uncover her Nakedneſi, be/ide 
the other in ber Life-time.» © No SAN | 
In to Divorces, they were certainly allowed of by Moſes ; and 
it was fit that this Liberty ſhould have been granted in ſome Caſes at that 
Time, particularly as it is not abſolutely denied in the moſt perfect of all 
Inſtitutions. However, the legal Indulgence in this reſpe& was not ſo 
unlimited as we find the Phariſees were willing to make it, who ſuppoſed 
that any Cauſe might diſſolve the Marriage-Contract and juſtify a total 
ion. e The only Inſtance in which the Lawgiver ſeems to have al- 
lowed the Huſband to write a Bill of Divorcement was, when he found 
fame Uncleanneſs in his Wife ; d or could prove her guilty of any ſhameful 
Action which had a Tendency to alienate his Affection from her. 
III.] Taz Objections which have been made to the Thercracy are 
now laſtly to be examined. 1 | 
The Man of Reaſon * to be offended when he finds that God 
enters into a Covenant of Peculiarity with a Nation perverſe and rebel- 
lious; that, notwithſtanding their Demerits, He ſhews them particular 
Marks of Favour; that He dwells among them, and takes them under 
His immediate Protection, while He diſregards the reſt of Mankind. 
Such a Repreſentation of the Deity ſavours, (as it is ſaid) of human 
Policy, and abſolutely contradicts thoſe Notions, which th. Light of 
ature teaches Men to entertain 'of God's natural and moral Attributes; 
for, if there exiſts a Supreme Being, He muſt be infinite, He muſt be 
impartial, wo | | SI OY $1 
God's Reaſons for ſeparating the Seed of Abraham for His peculiar 
Service, (in conſequence of which they enjoyed ſome temporal Bleſſings,) 
are ſo frequently and clearly mentioned in Holy Writ, that one would 
think, they could not have been miſtaken ; and every impartial Reader' 


ſees in them nothing re t to God's Nature, to His univerſal Pro- 


vidence or Love of all His reaſonable Creatures. | 
As to the Objection that the eternal Son of God ſhoald have been 
ſeen by the Patriarchs in the Form of an Angel, or that He ſhould have 


2 Deut. XVII. 1). a Lev. XXI. 13. p Chap, XVIII. 18. | Mate.” 
XIX. 3. d Deut. XXIV. 2. i , INTE 1 v * 
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inted under the Moſaic Diſpenſation ſome anent material $ 
50 of His Pref this is no more jncredible than that the 1 
vine Perſon ſhould 1 condeſcended afterwards to take upon Him hu- 
man Nature, and to have fabernacled in the Fleſh. His Inducement in 
both theſe Caſes was manifeſtly the Good of Man; and in cither Caſe 
His Condeſcenſion is as amazing as His Love. 

Again, the Manner of the Manifeſtations of the Godhead, which has 
been cenſured, may be found replete with Wiſdom. The Reaſon why 
the Lord "Jehovah choſe to oppor to the Iſraelites under the Veil of 2 
Cloud or of a Pillar of Fire, was, doubtleſs, becauſe this People, edu- 
cated in a ſervile State, could not at that Time entertain but the loweſt 
and groſſeſt Conceptions of the Deity, and becauſe nothing could have 
excited their Hopes or Fears but ſome preſent and ſenſible Token of 
God's Preſence. As they were beſides tinctured with Tdolatry, it 5 
expedient that the Divine Being ſhould not manifeſt Himſelf perl 
to them, as He had done to har Forefathers ; otherwiſe they 5 
probably have admitted Moſes, or other Men, to ſhare in that Homage 
which is due only 'to the Creator ; or might have fu that 
the Almighty was like the local and tutelary God of the Nations. 

As the Hraelites were beſides lawleſs and diſobedient at the Time they 
were reſcued from the Egyptian Bondage, this was a farther Reaſon for 
the Propoſal which the Jehovah made to them by Moſes of His 
becoming their King and Lawgiver. e And whatever Benefits this People 
may have received from being {ubje& to the Theocratic Government, it is 
certain that they ſuffered by it in other reſpects: They were all abridged 
of their natural by the Multitude of poſitive Daties „ them 
by their Laws, which are to be conſidered in the Light of a Penalty; 
for we are told that they were added becauſe of Tranſgreſftons. * The Ju- 
tice of this peculiar Adminiſtration is moreover as conſpicuous m the 
Puniſhments as it is in the Rewards, which under it were for a long 
Time conſtantly diſpenſed. The Jews therefore had in ſtrictneſs little 
more Reaſon to boaſt of their particular Privileges, than other Nations 
had Cauſe of Jealouſy on their account. 

This Mode of Government, wiſely adapted to the Infancy of a People 
ſuch as they have been deſcribed, would not have appeared fo ſuitable to 
the improved Age of Manhood. We find accordingly, that, like the 
Law, it was intended to decline gradually, and act with leſs Force, in 
nn to bv Progreſs which the People under that W mace 


| © Exod. XIX. 3. f Gal Wing, - I 
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in Virtue: the Meaſure of the Divine Interpoſitions, with regard to this, 
peculiar People as well as to Mankind in general, having always been 
adequate to their Wants. And; however partial the ſupreme Being may 
have been thought by ſome who do not read the Scriptures but with 
Prejudice, it is very remarkable that He i is not recorded to have ever. 
83 — — to be wrought in behalf of the People He 
choſen, gave the reſt of the World an Opportunity of beiog 
. — of 1 be amazing Diſplay of Power and ſupreme Majeſty, 
' which we are told accompanied the Delivery of the Law, may indeed, 
be thought an Exception to this. But if the neighbouring Nations had, 
not ſenſible or moral Evidence of this Fact, as they bad had of God's 
— up che Red Sea and of the utter Exciſion of the two Kings of the 
Amorites, 8 we may eaſily account for it from this Conſideration, that 
the Law was Jefigined alrnoſt ſolely for the Uſe of the Seed of Abraham. 
And it was fit that God ſhould, on this Occaſion, impreſs a due Senſe of 
His Power on a ſtubborn and i-necked People, before He put their 
Obedience to the Feſt; and in order that they might ever remember 
after this Event, that Jehovah, whom they had before elected for their 
King, was God in Heaven above and in Earth beneath, beſide whom there 
was no other Lord. 

That God Almighty took Care to inform all People of His Revela- 
tions, and of the Worſhip He had inſtituted, appears from the Travels 
of the Patriarchs; > from the ſeveral Captivities of his Deſcendants, and 
the remarkable Country | in which they were ſituated; from the many 
Miracles wrought in Egypt and Arabia, Canaan and Syria; from the 
Jewiſh Prophets who were ſent at various. Times to different Parts of 
the Aſſyrian Empire; from the many Prophecies delivered againſt ſeve- 
ral populous Cities and States; ſome of which, as Niniveh, 
but others, which did not produce Fruits worthy of thoſe gracious Ad- 
res were ſoon after, according to the Predictions, totally ſubdued. 

3 Monarchies; which were alſo in their Turn to be over- 
ucceſſively one by the other, as the Prophet — foretold, i and 

as al Hiſtory . And from God's aeg 2 Prophet of Mi- 
dian, it is 2 that He has ſometimes fayoured the Gentiles with His 
Viſions, NG Sheba's Viſit to Solomon; from 
the great Intercourſe between King and the King of Tyre, ! the 
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great Mart of all Nations; from the Voyages which in this Reign were 
undertaken from Paleſtine to Places more remote than the Ganges; m 
and from the miraculous Cure performed by the Prophet on the great 
Syrian General, a we may conclude that the Name of the God of Iſrael 
was abundantly ſpread over moſt Parts of the Eaſt. It might be ſhewn 
farther, that not only the many Princes who' diſtinguiſhed the Jews by 
particular Marks of their Eſteem, but all the Weſter Parts of the“ 

orld had Opportunities given them of attaining to the ſame impor- 
tant Truths ; but it would carry us too far at preſent were we to, dwell 
on theſe Points, and on the ſeveral Circumſtances which under Provi- 
dence concurred to prepare Mankind for the Reception of the univerſal 
Law of Righteouſneſs after that Ara which is remarkable for the 


To coNCLUDE : if it has appeared that the Moſaic Conſtitation had 
nothing unwiſe, immoral, or ſuperſtitious in it; but was on the contrary- 
well adapted in all its Parts to the Temper and Circumſtances of the 
Jewiſh People, when they became a Body Politic ; and if it has been 
ſhewn that it was in general a proper Means for the preſerving of the 
Knowledge of the one true God in Iſrael, and for informing the World 
by degrees, of the Error of Polytheiſm, this is ſufficient : the Jewiſh 
Religion has then all the Perfection, which can in Reaſon be required 
of it; and in this View may be conſidered to have been as perfect as the 
Patriarchal, or the Chriſtian Religion. They therefore who expect a 
greater Perfection than was ſuitable to it are unreaſonable. And thoſe 
who object to the Covenant of Peculiarity, and as ſuch. repreſent it as. 
inconſiſtent with the Abrahamic, ſhould conſider. that it was as ne- 
ceſſary that the temporal Promiſes of that great Covenant ſhould be ful- 
filled as the ſpiritual; and that if all Nations had a federal Right to Adop- 
tion, in conſequence of the Patriarch's Faith, the Jews, as his lineal 
Heirs, for the ſame Reaſon, had the beſt Title to a temporary Pre? 
ference, | 75 : 4.3K n 
In ſhort, if no Fraud, Artifice, or Deception can be proved againſt the 
Lawgiver of the Jews, he cannot fairly be charged with Impoſture. 
And if we find that his Inſtitutions are, upon the whole, perfectly agreeable 
to our Notions of the ſupreme Being and of His Attributes; that the 
Miracles he wrought have all the Requiſites, which Reaſon can demand 
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in order to ſtamp Credit on any Doctrines; that what he predicted was 


accordingly fulfilled ; and to theſe Conſiderations if we add the Innocency 
of his Lite which ſtands unimpeached, and the artleſs and impartial 
Manner in which he is known to relate Facts; it will follow, that he has 
ſtill an indiſputable Right to the Title which he aſſumes of being a Di- 
vine Teacher, and that the Authority, which has been allowed him in 
conſequence by all the Prophets, by Chriſt and His Apoſtles, and which 
three thouſand Years have not been able to extort from him, remains 
yet unſhaken, ſtill triumphing over the impotent Attacks of his Ad- 
R 2 2 
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| T HOUGH Moſes often calls his Statutes ever/afting, it cannot 
| hence be inferred that he thought them, 3 ſpeaking, to be 
of endleſs Duration. The Uſage of Mankind ſufficiently juſti- 
ſies ſuch Expreſſions: for it is well known that all Laws are either call- 
ed, or underſtood to be, perpetual, when no Period is fixed for their 
Abrogation; when they are eſſential to the ſupport of a State, which it 
is hoped will continue in exiſtence to the remoteſt Ages: in ſhort, that 
Laws are called by that 1 = prion to _ that are 
temporary, which any preſent Exi may either occaſion or repeal. 
It 5 e A4 N Conflication of the — 
formed that it ſhould have been repreſented as everlaſting, becauſe if an 
ignorant and rebellious Multitude had not been indueed to think highly 
of it, or if they had ſuſpected that it might have been repealed, the Obe- 
dience which it exacted would have been but weakly fecured& = 
N g 
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That a conſiderable Part of the Law of Moſes was to be repealed at 
2me particular Period, may be judged from its Matter. And that theſe 
arts were to be by d in proportion as they became uſe · 
leſs, ſeems e from. A For the, Experience of all Ages 
plainly ſhews that Mankind has, been always advancing-in Knowledge - 
and Wiſdom : and the Scripture evinces this Truth, that God's Deal- 
ings with Men haye conſtantly kept, pace with, and been adapted: to, 
he Progreſs. Whenco this Inference ſeems clearly deducible, That 
God would not ſuffer a Nation, which He had ſet apart for His imme- 
_ diate Ir. a Light to lighten the Gentiles, to have been con- 
ſtantly kept in the firſt Rudiments of Knowledge, to have been amuſed 
in their manly Years only with childiſh Ceremonies, and never to have 
been inſtructed in true moral Righteouſneſs till the Decline of their 
State, on the Advent of Chriſt. | 
Were this Fact true, an Objection would ariſe more difficult to be 
ſurmounted than any perhaps ever yet urged againſt Revelation: for 
Moſes, in that Caſe, and his Succeflogs the Prophets, muſt appear, like 
4 Mo , artful Politicians, endeavouring to keep 'a whole Nation 
93 Ignorance, through the Conſciouſneſs of the Imperfection of the n 
Laws they taught Men to revere ; and it is evident that the Moſaic Dif- 
penſation, on that * could not * be as a Divine In- 
ſtitution. 


In the Courſe of this Diflertation I ll confider the c= Si” | 
2 and Duration of the Moſaic Inſtitũtion. "OT PO? 


In reſpect to the firſt of theſe Points, if a0y tnqteriat Changes were 
ever to have taken Place in the Moſaic Conſtitution, it is probable it 
would have been on its Re-cſtabliſhment, after its Suſpenſion for near 
a Century. For it is a well known Truth, that Mankind bas always | 
diſcovered great Reluctance in parting with the Uſages and Eſtabliſh- 

ments of their Fathers; and that the leſs they have improved their 
Minds, the greater has always been their Obſtinacy in refuſing to admit 
any Innovations. Wiz hone the Jenn he: fra Caine ha:{ boom 
prepared by the Prophets to conſider the End of the Moſaic Ordinances, . 2 
which had been impracticable for the moſt Part during their long Cap- 
tivity ; in theſe Circumſtances they would naturally in a great meaſure 
be weaned from the Diſcipline of their Childhood, be led to exerciſe 
their rational Powers, and accept of a Plan manifeſtly deſigned for the 
ane: Conduct and ſunabis to ther de e 
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For, as few of that People who had ſeen Jeruſalem in its Proſperity 
could ſtill be living when Cyrus's Edict was publiſhed, it may appear to 
have been a Matter of Indifference to the Generation which had ariſen 
fince the Captivity, whether ſome of the Laws which had been in force 
before that Time were then to be abrogated, and give place to other 
not leſs equitable ones; or whether they oo to pay Obedience 
to all the ſame Laws on, prclly in that try as their Anceſtors, or or 
according to a quali tion. 

Let us now examine we can trace abont this Period the Re- 
vocation” of any of the Laws of Moſes, 'or ay Change made in his 


The Law, which forbad the Eunuch, the Baſtard, and the Stranger 
from entering into the Congregation of the Lord, and ſeems to have been 
in force as lo as the Firſt Temple ſubſiſted, was formally repealed be- 
fore the Foundations of the Second Temple were laid: For God clearly 
declares b that all ſach were to be admitted by Him into His Church 
and that no legal Impediment or national Diſtinction would — 
prevent the Sacrifices or Prayers of ſuch Perſons from being accepted at 
the Throne of Grace, provided they obſerved the Sabbaths and kept the 
Again, halen the Captivity God's equal Providence over His People, 
in rewarding and puniſhing them, was ſo remarkable, that the Pſalmiſt 
who lived in thoſe Days declared, That throughout the whole Period of 
his Life de had never ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed thert 
Bread. e But after that Time we meet with not a few Inſtances of 
proſperous Unrighteouſneſs as well as of diſtreſſed Virtue. - 
It a farther, that about the ſame Era the Sanction of the Se 
ment was repealed: for Jeremiah d and Ezekiel e both 
formally declare that in thoſe Days, Men ſhall ſay no more, The Fathers 
 bave eaten a four 8 and the Children's Teeth are ſet on Hur 
ee fall die for bis own Iniquity ; every one that eateth the Grape 
eeth ſhall be ſet on edge. From hence, and from this C 
the People, whe lag, Our Fathers have ſinned and are not, —4 
bo#ne their Iniquittes, * it is evident that viſited, as He had promiſes, | 
the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, but that, upon their 
Reſtoration, He would proceed with them in a different Way; by re- 
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voking the. Sanction of the Law, and puniſhin perſonally 0 Of- 
ſender, without Regard to the Merit or Demerit of their Fathers. And 

Tlhat a long Life was not always to continue to be the certain Re- 
ward of Obedience to the Law, Iſaiah ſhews where he ſays, There ſhall 


be ng more thence (viz, after the Captivity) an Infant of Days, nor an old 


Man that, has not filled bis. Days: for the Child ſhall die an ed Tears 
old ; but the Sinner, being an bundred Years old, ſhall be accurſed :8 i. e. 
the virtuous and vicious ſhall from that Time live in general. to the — 
Meaſure of their Lives indiſcriminately, without any particular Inte 
ſition of the Almighty, in protecting the one and cutting off the 

And the Event fully anſwered to the Prediction. For thoſe brave Chiefs, 


ſurnamed Maccabees, "whoſe Virtues and Exploits ſhine brighteſt in the | 


2 (pn were all flain h or murdered with many of their Children. 


Onias, for refuſing to utter Imprecations againſt the Ene- 
2 of. wy ep Country, was cut off immaturely,i in the — Manner as 


were thoſe Wretches, Jaſon and Menelaus, who to their many other 
Enormities added the Crimes of purchaſing the e. and of be- 


traying their Country. £ 


That God, however, had : not - forgotten to be. gracious to His P cople; 
but that he amply recompenſed them for the Loſs of theſe & temporal AS 


vantages, will appear, Een GUY i 


Ax the next Place, Aba new. 1 of His Will were 2 to 
—— and on what Promiſes the Covenant which took Place after the 
Captivity. was founded. | 

The Doctrine of a future State of Retribution, 1 well known 
it might have been to the Patriarchs and Prophets, and however it might 
have been intimated in preceding Diſpenſations, had certainly not been 
clearly and expreflly revealed till Daniel informed the Jews Id BABY- 
LON, That many of them that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, 
ſome to ol Life, and ſome to Shame and everlaſiing Contempt; 
That they that be. wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, wr 
That * that turn many to Rightequſneſs, as the Stars fer e ever and ever. 
Hence the Jews began 20 wall zy Faith and not by Sight, and to believe 
univerſally that _ were. aceountabſe at the 1 Tibunal of Hea- 
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As there had been a Change in the Law and in its Sanctions, it ſhould 
ſeem that the preceptive Part of it muſt in ſome reſpects have been al- 
tered. One of the principal Points accordingly inſiſted on by the Pro- 
phets is, That poſitive Duties had very little Merit before God, in com- 
pariſon of ſuch Duties as were of eternal Obligation; for He defired Mer- 
cy and not Sacrifice, and the Knowledge of God more than Burnt-Offering. 
The Jews were told that Sacrifices, unaccompanied with Sincerity, were 
an Abomination to the Lord; for he that flew an Ox was as if be flew a 
Man, and be that ſacrificed a Lamb as if be cut off a Dog's Neck or offered 
Swines Blood. m The Prophets conſtantly dehort from all manner of 
Oppreſſion and Extortion, from Fraud and evil Imaginations ; they re- 
preſent all Divorces n and falſe Oaths o as moſt odious to the Lord; and 
encourage Men on the contrary To ſpeak the Truth every Man to his 
Neighbour, and to execute the Tudgments of Peace and Truth. p Juſtice, 
Mercy, and Humility are declared preferable to the moſt expenſive Ho- 
locauſts, and to ten thouſand of Rivers of Oil. 4 The Man whom the 
Lord delighteth in is ſaid to be he that was poor and of a contrite Spirit, 
and that trembled at bis Word. In ſhort, this People during their Cap- 
tivity are informed that they would have done well, inſtead of fafting as 
they did at that Time, 10 have beard the Words, which the Lord bad cried 
by the former Prophets, when Jeruſalem was inhabited: and they are ex- 
preſſly told, by God's Command, that there was no abſolute Goodneſs in 
the Moſaic Ordinances, which were chiefly to be conſidered as a Pu- 
niſnment on their Fore-fathers, for their * e. Apoſtacies and Ido- 
latries : Becauſe they had not executed my Judgments, but bad deſpiſed my 
Statutes, and had polluted my Sabbaths, and their Eyes were after their Fa- 
thers Idols; wWHEREFORE I GAVE THEM ALSO STATUTES THAT 
WERE NOT GOOD, AND JUDGMENTS WHEREBY THEY SHOULD NOT 
LIVE, t a | y 

In regard to the Bleflings promiſed the Jews on their Reſtoration, 
they were ſuch as became a juſt God to grant to a reformed People. The 
Almighty knew by Attributes eſſential to Him, that after they had paſſed 
through the Furnace of Afliction in the Land of their Captivity, they 
would come forth as Gold refined by the Fire ; that their Minds would not 
be ſet as aforetime on Fleſb-Pots, but that they would ſerve Him their 
Redeemer in Spirit and in Truth. Hence it was propheſied That they 
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would not wall any more after. the + Imagination of their Hearts, u or defile 
themſelves with Lb; w that they no more depart from God, * or be 
etther lacking v or haughty ; * that no deceitful Tongue would be found in 
tbeir Mouth ; * but that they would return to the Lord their God with their 
 wobole Heart, b and would all ſerve Him with one Conſent ; e that they would 
be His People d and called the Sons of the Living © On this account it 
is that God declares that He would be the Hoſband of he their Church, f and 
would betroth ber unto Him for ever in Righteouſneſt, in Judgment, in 
Loving-kingneſs, in Mercies and in Faithfulneſs.s And hence thoſe glo- 
_ rious Promiſes —— And it ſhall come to paſs after I have plucked them out 
that I will return and have Compaſſion on them; and I will bring every 
Man to his Heritage and Lands from all the Countries whither I had driven 
them, h In thoſe Days the Houſe of fudah ſhall walk with the Houſe of Iſrael, 
and they ſhall be fruitful and increaſe, e Aer. of 
Bleffings to come down in their Seaſon. * They ſhall dwell ſafely and none 
make them. afraid : | they ſhall never more be diſmayed; m and I will no 
more make them 4 Reproach among the Heathen," gur carry them away into 
Captivity : © But will puniſh all that oppreſi them, y and will grant them 
abundance of Peace and Truth ; q and t Eaten abou tem fl ary be 
their Shame. God moreover engages to give them. a new Spirit that t 
might walk in His Statutes and keep His Commandments ; * that He wou 
put His Fear in their Hearts, and rejoice over them to do them good «with 
Hit whole Heart and with His whole Scul;; i that He would cleanſe them from 
buquity, u and parden all their Sins; v in fine, that He would be their 
God in Truth and Righteouſneſs, * and that He would put His Spirit with- 
in them.y And, to tranſcribe no more from the Prophets relating to 
this Period of Hiſtory, I ſhall only add, that the Jews were aſſured that 
they ſhould have Pap 775 according to God's Heart, who would feed them 
8 — Knowledge and ee 3 = That when they brou 72 — * * 
tice of Praiſe and — into His Hoot B He « 
with their Fweet Savour ; * that when wy prayed unto N ole 
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hearken unto them; and be found of them that ſearched Him with all their 
Heart: b by which Means as He would be ſan#ified in them, He would 
7 them. e And, leaſt any Jews ſhould doubt of the Truth of theſe 
redictions, ſome of the Bleſſings are repreſented as actually enjoyed at 
the Time when they were promiled : I have poured ou my Spirit upon 
the Houſe of Hrael, ſaith the Lord. d In ſuch Circumſtances the Jews 
5 deſervedly be called Bleſſed e by all Nations; and Jeruſalem dig- 
ified with the Appellation of the City of Truth and'of the Lord of Hels; * 
and the Temple diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Holy Mountain, s and 
the Zion of the Hay One of Iſrael. h ö 
Theſe great Alterations and Improvements in the Jewiſh Conſtitution 
may naturally be expected to have been ratified by a new Covenant: 
And ſuch a Covenant we find it had been predicted would take Place, 
2 accordingly eſtabliſhed. For God ſays not only That He would 
ng them 1NTO THE BoND or THE COVENANT i when He brought 
them forth from the Countries where they ſejourned ; but declares expreſſly 
That Fe would eflabliſh His Covenant with them, and that they would know 
that He was their Lord. * This Covenant is alſo called everlaſting ; | and 
the Pledge God had given to aſſure them thereof was, That Samaria and 
Sodom (or Moab) the Jews Sifters (as they are called in the prophetic 
Style) would” be given unto them far Daughters: m i. e. become {abject 
unto them ; which Event was fulfilled ſome Centuries after this Predic- 
tion. a It was alſo foretold that the Jews on their Part would be diſ- 
poſed to enter into Covenant with God; In thoſe Days and in that Time 
(viz. before the Deſtruction of Babylon) the Children of Iſrael! ſhall come, 
they and the Children Judab together, going and weeping ; they ſhall go 
and ſeek the Lord their Gad: They ſhall aſe the Way to Zion with therr 
Faces thitherward, ſaying, Come, and let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a, 
PERPETUAL "CovENANT, that ſball not be forgotten. o And Nehemiah 
informs us that the Jews entered into a Curſe and into an Oath to walk in 
God's Law which was given by Moſes, the Servant of God; and to obſerve 
and do all the Commandments of the Lord their God, and His Judgments and 
His Statutes. > And as God had before changed the Names of Jacob 
and Iſrael, in Token of His Promiſes to them, ſo upon Occaſion of this 
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new Covenant, He called His Servants by another Name, as Iſaiah q had 
forewarned them: and hence the Name of ebudim or Jews, which it is 
well known they firſt obtained on their R D, and have conſtantly. 

retained. E 5 14 

And that theſe Prophecies in general were © accompliſhed, ſufficiently 
appears. from Hiſtory and from poſterior Revelations, . Thoſe Prieſts al- 
ready mentioned of the Town of Modin were doubtleſs the- Paſtors ac- 

cording to God's Heart, who moſt effectually recommended true Virtue 
and Religion by their Lives, and by their Deaths ſaved their Country. 
Under their Adminiſtration the Jewiſh Church flouriſhed more than in 
the Days of David and Solomon; not indeed in external Pomp and 
Magnificence, for it was never more oppreſſed and perſecuted : but in 
the certain Affiftance of the Holy Spirit, cooperating with the ſincere 
Endeavours of God's faithful Servants ; ſome of whom, we are told, 
were tortured, not acceptin Deliveranct; that they might obtain a better 
Reſurrection. And others had Trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, 
moreover of Bonds and Impriſonment : They were ſtoned, they were . 
aſunder, were te ＋ .. were flain with the Sword : Of whom the World was 
2 0 4 f but God owns watt mtr. eee Fete 


TI cou now to conſider what Cn deen concurred at different 
Times after the Captivity to draw the Jews off from the Letter to the 


Spirit of their Inſtitution. 
In regard to the Theocracy, it is welt known that the viſible Marks-of 


it were gradually lefs apparent from the Delivery of the Law to the 
Erection of the Second Temple. During the forty Years that the Iſ- 
 raclites wandered in the Wilderneſs, they never were without a perma- 
nent Miracle, to convince them that God accompanied them in their 
Journies. But after they had boen put in Poſſeſſion of the Land of Pro- 

miſe, and when the Tabernacle was fixed in Silo, God's Reſidence 
among them was outwardly manifeſted only by the Shekinah and the 
Oracle of Urim: and under this Reſtriction alſo, that the firſt of theſe 
Signs ſhould be confined to the inmoſt Receſſes of the Place of Wor- 
ſhip, acceffible only to the High-Prieſt, on ſtated, ſolemn Occaſions: 
and it was in like manner provided, that the ſame Perſon alone ſhould 
be authorized to conſult the divine Oracle in diftrefsful Circumſtances, 
. the whole Nation. But when all Ifrael had had full Proof given. 


q Jer. LXV. 15. and LXII. 2. 1 Heb. XI. 35, 36, 37, 38, 40. 2 Mace. VII. 
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hem of the Revelations made to Samuel, and David had been ſecurely 
eſtabliſhed on the Throne, the Oracle ceaſed ; and was ſucceeded by the 
Voice of Prophecy, which was heard chiefly about the Times of the 
Captivities, and continued till the Jews had been reſtored and ſettled in 
the Land of their Anceſtors. At this Period it was that God was pleaſed 
for ſome Ages to ceaſe to interpoſe in an outward: and vifible manner, 
and to comfort the afflicted Jews with the Promiſe that their latter Houſe 
avould exceed the former in Glory. And hence, accordingly, it came to 
{ that the inferior Fabric of the Second Temple, the Want of the 
ymbols of the Divine Preſence, as well as of the inſtituted Means of 
— the Lord, and the Deficiency of the Ark of the Covenant 
with what it contained; were all amply recompenſed in this Period, had 
it been only in that their new Temple was by God's Appointment erected 
into an Houſe of Prayer for all People; t where all Men had now the 
Liberty given them of approaching Him themſelves with their humble 
Tribute of Praiſe and Supplications. a 
. Hence the Jews 3 have ecllected that perſonal Holineſs and de- 
vout Prayers were more * egy. g to God than the Prieſthood and the Sa- 
crifices inſtituted by M That the inward Operations of the Spirit 
were a greater Bleſſing to den than the external Signs of the Divine 
Preſence; and That it was for their Advantage that the Wall of Parti- 
rion, which had hitherto ſeparated them from the Gentiles, ſhould now 
be broken down, as they would thereby be the happy Means of bring- 
ing all Nations, as they were intended, to the Ar .4 and Worſhip 
of their common Creator. | 
And it muſt be confeſſed that God's ceaſit ing to interpoſe i in a viſible 
manner among His People for ſome Ages, had a remarkable Tendeney 
to lead the Jews to ſtudy the Prophecies now collected together in one 
Volume; which would naturally open their Minds, and lead them to con- 
clude that God deſigned to introduce an univerſal Religion | 
Farther, though God's laſt Charge to His People by the ee was, 
Remember ye the Law of Moſes My Servant, * yet as we frequently meet 
with theſe Prop hecies — Behold''the Dans come, ſaith the Lord, that they 
full no more 7 — 271 liveth which: brought 7 the Children of Ifuel 
out of the Land of Egypt : but the Lord liveth "which brought up and which 
led the Children of t 41 of Iſnuel out of the North Count 7,5 from all 


the Countries whither I had driven them ;* and again, They ſhall ſay no 
s Hag. II. 9. 't. Ifgiah LVI, u dee the prec. Verſes... "| w-Malachi 
IV. + x Jer. XVI. 14, 15. . 7, 8, &c 


more, 
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more; The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord : neither ſhall it come to Mind, 
neither: ſhall they remember it, neither ſhall they wiſit it, neither ſhall that 
| be done any more; y it ſhould thence I think ſeem that God's Intent was, 
not only that they ought to conſider their laſt Deliverance by the Com- 
mand of Cyrus His Anointed to have been as much the Effect of His 
Providence, as the Reſcuing their Fathers with ſtretched out Arm from 
the Power of Pharaoh, but likewiſe that they were to conſider the Law 
of Moſes according to the-Interpretation which He had put upon it, and 
the Alterations He made, by His Pr 
Again; the Reaſon why God ſuffered His People to be ſubject to dif- 
ferent. foreign Powers ſucceſſively after their Re- eſtabliſnment was, 
doubtleſs, that thoſe Nations might become acquainted with His Reve- 
lations, and that the Jews might by degrees regard them with a brother- 
ly Affection, and as fellow-Heirs to the Promiſes of the great Covenant. 
In this View their great Aſmonean Leaders ſeem to have conſidered 
Things, by the Leagues of Friendſhip they made with the Lacedemo- 
nians and the Roman Senate: 2 and ſo likewiſe the Phariſees, who, 
though bigotted to the Letter of their Law in other reſpects and to their 
falſe Gloſſes, were, however, ſo far of a liberal Diſpoſition as to be in. 
defatigable in enlarging the Borders of their Church. 

Laſtly, The Union of the two Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael under 
one common Head, and by one general Name; the free Uſe of every 
Part of the Land of judea without Diſtinction of Tribes, as before; the 
Mixture and Incorporation of Cutheans a with the Remnant of the Iſ- 
raelites; the Diſperſion of the greater Part of the ten Tribes over all the 
eaſtern Countries; ; the Settlement of Multitude of Jews in Egypt, with 
the: Privilege of building there a Temple, and enjoying their own Laws, 
under the Ptolemies; and the Verſion of the Scriptures into Greek, 
then the moſt univerſal Language; muſt all be acknowledged to have 
been wiſe Means for the Execution of the Plan God had formed of 
nnn : . 


I suALL here in the laſt Place enquire briefly into the Time when 
ity be ſuppoſed tha the Lew of Moſes and the Theoeracy were . | 


| When the Spirit of Prophecy revived, John preached to the Jews the 
fame Do&tine of Rightcouſneſs as the former Prophets bad done to. 


| endl, 26... ; z 1 Mace; VIII, XII, xv. 7 a 2 Kings XVI. 24. 93 
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their Fathers, exhorting them to return to the original Law of Nature or 
Morality. - Before the Forerunner had finiſhed his Miniſtry, our Lord, 
that great Prophet ſpoken of by Moſes, took u — the unfiniſhed Taſk, 


ſhewed Men what t — r a hed ae all Times re- 
uired, and upon what Account it was that a Diſpenſation of ſome Parts 
Pad been permitted i in ancient Times. This Law, partly practiſed wi 
the Patriarchs, faintly recommended by Moſes, 3 
meaſure by tho Prophets, and ſeen at a Diſtance by — Sages, 
WAS by our Lord cleared of all Doubts and Difficulties, extended to its 
due Limits, brought to the laſt Perfection, and made the perpetual Law 
of His Kingdom. This Law He Himſelf practiſed in the moſt trying 
Circumſtances, He recommended it not more by His Authority than 
by the Reaſonableneſs of it; and to pure natural Religion He added only 
two poſitive Duties, which readily approve themſelves to the moſt com- 
mon Underſtanding, are practicable without Difficulty, and neceffary to 
the Well-being of His Church. And the Practice of the Apoſtles after- 
wards ſhews that the Obſervance of a Seventh Day, in Commemoration 
of Gad's Benefits to Man, which had been enjoyned — — 
e was not meant be e neee 


* our Lotd-took Fleſh under the Law of Moſes, and many of 
its Ordinances had reference to Him, He ſtrictly comphed with all its 
Injunctions, and recommended at wy Times the fame Practice 
to thoſe who were ſtill ſubject to it. > And though the Aaronical Prieft- 
hood and the Duties of that Inſtitution were of no longer Effect at His 
Death, they however continued (as well as the civil Government of the 
Nation which He refuſed to take upon Him) in as much force after His 
Firſt Advent as before; and the Law in other Inſtances feems to have 
remained equally unrepealed. The Apoſtles themſelves practiſed the Ce- 
remonial Law, and, though they would lay no ungeceſſary Burden on 
their Gentile Converts, they, however, never repreſent the Jews in a 
criminal Light merely for e Obſervance of it. 

It appears then that the-Ceremonial Law was explained by the Pro- 

. in ſuch a manner as greatly to leſſen its Force; that it was ren- 
by our Lord's Death, and was proved to be ſo by His 
pur tay but that it ſtill continued unrepealed, and. was practiſed til} 
God raiſed the Roman Emperor to puniſh, as he had threatened, His 
unprofitable and incorrigible Servants, in a manner unparallelled in all 


b Matt. VIII. 4. XXIII. 23. Mak X. 3, &c. 


Hiſtory. 
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Hiſtory, e And though God did not formally declare the Moſaic Inſti- 
tution at an End, which it might not have become His Majeſty to do, 
He ſeems however to have ſufficiently manifeſted His Intention that it 
5 never more. be practiſed, by rendering it for the moſt part im- 
LNDIC. lr tet 1 16 OS 38007 6092010 725 
And it may be obſerved in regard to the Theocracy, that, though 


there remained no viſible Token of the Divine Preſence among the Jews 


after their Reſtoration; and though the civil Power had been gradually 
leſſening from that Period; yet as they had never been without God's 
Vicegerents among them; as they had been aſſured that the Sceptr 

would not depart from their Nation till the Advent of the Meſſiah; d 
and as they had full Proof given them in the mean time that God was 
ſtill with them, as He had promiſed; we may conclude that the Theo- 
cratic Form of Government ſtill, exiſted at the Coming of the Deſire of 
all Nations. And God's Government over that People cannot ſurely be 
called in queſtion from this laſt Ætra to the: Diſſolution of their State. 
It hence follows that the Theocracy and the Law: which were inſti- 
tuted at the ſame Period, conſtantly ſubſiſted, declined gradually, toge- 
ther; and at laſt expired at the ſame Time: when there was as great 4 
Diſplay of Supreme Majeſty as at the firſt Appointment. This Diſſolu- 


tion of the Jewiſh” Polity was not effected till Chriſtianity had been 


preached in all Countries, till the Promiſes made to Abraham had been 
duly fulfilled, till all Nations had; been bleſſed through his Seed, in ſhort 
till the whole World had received full Information that God had fini/bed 
the'Tranſgreſfſion, had made an end of Sins and Reconciliation for Intquity ; 
In conſequence of which He had put all Things under the Feet of His Son, and 
had appointed Him the Head over all Things, to the Church, The Almighty 
having thus eſtabliſhed æuerlaſting Righteouſneſs among His People, He 
thought this a fit Seaſon 20 ſeal. up for ever the Vifion and Prophecy,'e. - 
If it is thought that the Theocracy and the Law ſtill ſubſiſt among 
the Jews; this may be granted in a qualified Senſe; For God ſtill ſuf- 
fers that People to be ſeparate from the reſt of Mankind by their pecu- 
liar, original Inſtitution; and ſtill rules over them, but it is with @; Rod of 
Iron. And becauſe they have refuſed to be the Miniſters of His Mercy, 
He makes them the Object of His Vengeance. Inſtead of being the 
Publiſhers of glad Tidings to all the World, they are permitted by Him 
to exiſt in all Parts to convince the incredulous of the Truth of His Re- 


c © See Joſephus's Account of the Deſtruction of Jerifalem. | 4 Gen. XLIX. 10. 
e Dan. IX. 24. | » >. OY | | F 
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velations, and obliges them, notwithſtanding their Endeavours to the con- 
trary, {till to carry on the great End of His Providence. 


To coNCLUDE : if it ſhould be objected to the Doctrine here ad- 
vanced, that the Apoſtles, who may be thought to be the beſt Inter- 
preters of God's Word, make no mention of the Covenant here ſup- 

ſed; or, if they make mention of a new Covenant they thereby un- 
derſtand the Cbriſtian: It may be replied, that, as God's ſeveral Covenants 
were co-exiſtent, it may not be poſſible to aſſign preciſely the Bounds of 
Diſtinction between them; and as the Apoſtles fix no particular Time 
for the Commencement of the new Covenant, it may have begun, for 
any thing that appears to the contrary, at the Epoch here mentioned, 
'and in its Progreſs have been gradually improved, as has been intimated, 
till the Jewiſh Oeconomy was entirely freed from Imperfection. That 
Alluſions, however, to an intermediate Diſpenſation are not wanting in 
the New Teſtament, appears from the conſtant Diſtinction there is made 
in it between the Law and the Prophets ; which ſeems ſufficient to eſta- 
bliſh this Point. And 

Hence we may perhaps account for the Manner in which Chriſt and 
the Succeſſion of the Prophets are propheſied of in the Law, I ill 
(ſays God) raiſe them up a Prophet from among their Brethren, like unto 
thee, and I will put my Words in bis Mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them 
all that I. ſhall command him. And it ſpall come to paſs that whoſcever will 
not bearken unto my Words, which be ſhall ſpeak in my Name, I will re- 
quire it of him. f For by the mention of one Prophet only, either Chriſt 
muſt be meant, or ſome other Prophet, or all the Prophets muſt be taken 
collectively. That Chriſt only cannot be underſtood here is probable, be- 
cauſe it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Prophetic Diſpenſation ſhould have 
been entirely omitted in the Law; and * the Suppoſition that a falſe 
Prophet might ariſe, it is certain that others beſides Chriſt are included 
in this Text. And as no-one among the Prophets has ever been thought 
of ſufficient Dignity to have this Prediction interpreted of him ſolely, we 
may conclude that all the Prophets, from Samuel to Chriſt inclutvely, 
were meant to be comprehended in it. And the Reaſon why they are all 
conſidered as one fingle Character ſeems to be this, That the End of their 
Miſſion, with reſpect to moral Inſtruction, was one and the ſame, dif- 
tering only in degree. Vo 


f Deut, XVIII 18, 19. 
G g | ' There 
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There is then Ground, upon the whole, to conclude that the new 
Covenant took Place under the Prophets, but was not fully eſtabliſhed 
till the Second Advent of the Holy Jeſus, when He put an End to the 
Theocracy and the Jewiſh Polity.” And as the prophetic Diſpenſation was 
of a mixt Nature between the Law and the Goſpel ; i. e. as much ſupe- 
ior to the firſt as it was inferior to the latter; and, as it appears clearly 
to have been defigned to bring Men by degrees to Perfetion, it it may be 
inferred That the intermediate Oeconomy here YET is as n | 
founded in Reaſon, as it ſeems to be in Scripture. : 
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